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COVID-19 in 2020
▪ Initial custody issues raised early in the pandemic

▪ At the onset of the pandemic, Courts closed (March 2020-May 2020)

▪ Many parents stopped turning their children over to the other parent during 

quarantine and it was impossible for the other parent to seek judicial relief.

▪ On March 27, 2020, Judge Jeffrey Sunshine (NY Coordinating Judge for 

Matrimonial Cases) released an article in the New York Law Journal entitled 

“COVID-19 and Future Custody Determinations.” He warned against self-help:

▪ “Simply put when you behave a certain way and there is a judge in the equation, how will a parent behave 

when I am no longer involved in their lives? With parents who are not obeying court orders, or where no 

orders exist are engaging in “self-help”, attorneys may and should remind them that the actions they take 

today and during this crisis could well be determinative or dipositive at the time of a final decision by a 

judge.”
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How did parents adapt at the onset of 
the pandemic?

▪

▪

▪
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The impact of COVID-19 on divorce in a 
post-vaccine world

▪

▪

▪

1.

2.
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Disagreements over vaccinating the 
children: J.F. v. D.F

▪ Issue presented: Whether the Judge could order vaccination of an 
eligible child over a parent's objection

▪ J.F. v. D.F. (December 3, 2021) Monroe County, New York
▪ The mother wanted the 11-year-old child vaccinated, the child wanted to be 

vaccinated and the child’s attorney supported her receiving the vaccine

▪ The father opposed the vaccine for the child (though was vaccinated himself)

▪ The Court ruled that the mother was to schedule an immediate appointment for the 
Child to receive the vaccine

▪ “This Court, weighing the child's best interests, cannot wait for the vaccine's side effects or 
efficacy to be scientifically established beyond a reasonable doubt or even to the father's 
satisfaction. The imminent risk of contracting the disease is too high and the consequences 
of acquiring it potentially too dire.”
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When a parent will not be vaccinated: 
C.B. v. D.B.

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪
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C.B. v. D.B. continued

▪

▪

▪
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C.B. v. D.B. continued

▪
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C.B. v. D.B.: Court’s Decision
▪

▪

▪

▪

9



C.B v. D.B. takeaways
▪

▪

▪

▪
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COVID-19 in 2022: Predictions

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪
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Questions?
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